
 
Using Sources to Compose Research 

 
(The italicized examples use two paragraphs from Ernest Morrell’s essay, “Critical 
Media Literacy Is Not an Option.” See the paragraphs below.)  
 
The inexpert use of sources manifests itself in a number of ways: 
 
1. The hit-and-run quote = verbatim or summarized source information with 
minimal introduction and no commentary  
 
“As teachers of English language arts, part of our responsibility is helping our 
students to acquire these 21st-century literacies without abandoning our 
commitment to the traditional literacies that have defined the education of the 
previous 20 centuries.” 
 
2. The dump-site cite = verbatim quotation that occupied more lines than the 
student’s own argument, including claim in the topic sentence and explanation 
after the quoted material.  
 
Morrell argues that “Students will need to learn to interpret images and sounds in 
addition to print texts; they will need to access the Internet to perform research 
for their final projects, which may include traditional genres such as essays, but 
may also include PowerPoint slides or links to KeyNote or Prezi, a cloud-based 
presentation software. Students will add graphics to their stories and poems that 
may be e-mailed or shared via Google Docs or Dropbox with multiple audiences 
simultaneously.” Students use all of these technologies outside the classroom. 
 
3. The related, but not really related borrowing = taking a snippet from one 
source to apply to a line of argument about a point not necessarily related to 
the source; makes your audience say, “What? Wait, What???” 
 
When it comes to composing with digital tools, students may begin not with text 
but with an image or an audio file. Morrell says, “Toward this end, we have to 
figure out how to inject our discipline with these new tools and ways of 
communication as concepts such as reading, writing, listening, and speaking 
take on new dimensions in the media age.” 
 
4. The bus tour = pointing to, listing, referring vaguely to, or categorizing, and 
describing sources without actually using them in an argument.  
 
In this passage, Morrell talks about communication technologies. 
 
5. The twist-and-shout citation = a distortion of the meaning of the source; a 
misreading; a misrepresentation of the source. 
 



Morrell argues that teachers will have to face the hard choice of which to 
emphasize, print or digital tools. 
 
6. The gratuitous signage = plunking a parenthetical citation at the end of the 
paragraph without acknowledging what conversation you are entering. 
 
“As teachers of English language arts, part of our responsibility is helping our 
students to acquire these 21st-century literacies without abandoning our 
commitment to the traditional literacies that have defined the education of the 
previous 20 centuries. Toward this end, we have to figure out how to inject our 
discipline with these new tools and ways of communication as concepts such as 
reading, writing, listening, and speaking take on new dimensions in the media 
age” (Morrell). 
 
 
Composing Research: Entering the Conversation 
 
Work through these five exercises, using this short passage from Stellaluna by 
Janell Cannon. 
 
Problem 1:  Write a one-sentence summary of this passage. Be sure to use the 
author’s name and the title of the work. A good summary includes all the 
perspectives of the original passage but does not focus on details. 
 
Problem 2: Choose your favorite sentence. Write a paraphrase of this one 
sentence. A good paraphrase has about the same number of words as the 
original and maintains the tone of the original but may change the order of the 
original for the sake of clarity. Your work in the paraphrase is to write the 
sentence in the clearest possible language. 
 
Problem 3: Write a sentence in which you express your opinion about the 
author’s observation. 
 
Problem 4: Now give another example on this subject. 
 
Problem 5: Write a sentence in which you express your opinion about the 
author’s observation, but this time imbed a phrase from the original in your own 
sentence. 
 
 
21St-Century Literacies, Critical Media Pedagogies, And Language Arts 
by Ernest Morrell 
 
“As teachers of English language arts, part of our responsibility is helping our 
students to acquire these 21st-century literacies without abandoning our 
commitment to the traditional literacies that have defined the education of the 
previous 20 centuries. Toward this end, we have to figure out how to inject our 



discipline with these new tools and ways of communication as concepts such as 
reading, writing, listening, and speaking take on new dimensions in the media 
age. 

Students will need to learn to interpret images and sounds in addition to 
print texts; they will need to access the Internet to perform research for their final 
projects, which may include traditional genres such as essays, but may also 
include PowerPoint slides or links to KeyNote or Prezi, a cloud-based presentation 
software. Students will add graphics to their stories and poems that may be e-
mailed or shared via Google Docs or Dropbox with multiple audiences 
simultaneously. We also have to help our students understand the affordances 
and constraints of these new communications technologies as they also learn to 
critically interpret the information that comes via these new technologies; 
therefore, there is a direct connection between these 21st-century literacies and 
what some of us call "critical media literacy" (Kellner & Share, 2007). 
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from Stellaluna by Janell Cannon 
 
[After Stellaluna, a baby fruit bat, fell into a bird’s nest], she learned to be like the 
birds. She stayed awake all day and slept at night. She ate bugs even though 
they tasted awful. Her bat ways were quickly disappearing. Except for one thing: 
Stellaluna still liked to sleep hanging by her feet.  

Once, when Mama was away, the curious baby birds decided to try it, 
too. When Mama Bird came home she saw eight tiny feet gripping the edge of 
the nest. 

“Eeeek!” she cried. “Get back up here this instant! You’re going to fall and 
break your necks!” 

The birds clambered back into the nest, but Mama Bird stopped 
Stellaluna. “You are teaching my children to do bad things. I will not let you back 
into this nest unless you promise to obey all the rules of this house.” 

Stellaluna promised. She ate bugs without making faces. She slept in the 
nest at night. And she didn’t hang by her feet. Stellaluna behaved as a good 
bird should. 
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Presentation Design 
http://newmedia.tcu.edu/tech/presentation-design/ 
 
Information Visualization 
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http://edudemic.com/2012/08/diy-infographics/  
(10 Fun Tools to Easily Make Your Own Infographics) 
http://www.cooldailyinfographics.com/ 
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